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BOX 45.1 Signs and Symptoms of Periodontal Abscess

Acute Abscess

Mild to severe discomfort
Localized red, ovoid swelling
Periodontal pocket

Mobility

Tooth elevation in socket
Tenderness to percussion or biting
Exudation

Elevated temperature®

Regional lymphadenopathy®

Chronic Abscess

No pain or dull pain

Localized inflammatory lesion

Slight tooth elevation

Intermittent exudation

Fistulous tract often associated with a deep pocket
Usually without systemic involvement

“May indicate the need for systemic antibiotics.

Data from Dahlen G: Microbiology and freatment of dental abscesses and periodontal-
endodontic lesions. Periodontol 2000 28:206, 2002; Meng HX: Periodontal abscess.
Ann Periodontol 4:79, 1999; and Sanz M, Herrera D, van Winkelhoff AJ: The periodontal
abscess. In Lindhe J, editor: Clinical periodontology, Copenhagen, 2000,
Munksgaard.

BOX 45.2 Differential Diagnosis of Periodontal and Pulpal
Abscess

Periodontal Abscess

Associated with a preexisting periodontal pocket.

Radiographs show periodontal angular bone loss and furcation
radiolucency.

Tests show vital pulp.

Swelling usually includes gingival tissue, with an occasional fistula.

Pain is usually dull and localized.

Sensitivity to percussion may or may not be present.

Pulpal Abscess

The offending tooth may have large restoration.

The tooth may have no periodontal pocket or, if present, it probes as
a narrow defect.

Tests show nonvital pulp.

Swelling is often localized to the apex, with a fistulous tract.

Pain is often severe and difficult to localize.

Sensitivity to percussion is noted.

Modified from Corbet EF: Diagnosis of acute periodontal lesions. Periodontol 2000
34:204, 2004.




