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TABLE 8-1 MAXILLARY AND MANDIBULAR BORDER MOLDING

Maxillary
Labial

Posterior lateral
Hamular notch

Posterior vibrating line

Mandibular
Labial

Buccal shelf
Masseteric notch
Retromolar pad
Retromylohyoid fossa

Lingual border and lingual
anterior border

*The patient may not be able to swallow during border molding, but should swallow with disclosing paste on denture border to determine
possible overextension in the retromylohyoid fossa.

The patient makes aggressive movement of the lips: puckers, sneers, opens wide, grimaces, and
smiles. Prominence of frenum should be noted and duplicated.

Move mandible right and left. Width and height should be noted and duplicated.

Push compound into the notch.

Then patient opens wide and closes against hand on chin. Vertical notch of pterygomandibular
raphe should be noted in impression.

Observe line with patient saying “ah” and trim compound to this line or area. Palpate the
displacement bilaterally onto the displaceable tissues that border the hard palate and soft
palate junction and place compound in a butterfly-shape border seal.

The patient makes aggressive movement of the lips: puckers, sneers, opens wide, grimaces, and
smiles. Prominence of frenum should be noted and duplicated.

The patient opens wide, grimaces, and puckers.

The patient closes against the hand on the chin.

The patient opens wide and closes against the hand on the chin.

Push compound into fossa area; the patient licks lower lip and right and left cheeks, and
swallows.*

The patient licks lower and upper lip and right and left cheeks and pushes tongue against the
handle of the tray or the clinician’s thumb. The border will gently curve under the tongue at
midbody (premylohyoid area).
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